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From an editorial in the Marshall Islands Journal: The islands in what was
once the U.S. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands have special bonds dating
way back. But within thesefriendly ties, we are also reasonablycompetitive
and like to compare who is doing better in education, health and so on.
Here's our contribution to the competition.
The FederatedStatesof Micronesia is doing a much betterjob in government
financial transparencythan the Marshall Islands. "Government fmancial
transparency" meansgiving people relatively easy and timely accessto
financial information about the national government.
Why is the FSM aheadof the RMI? Because 1) the FSM Public Auditor has
an Internet Web site on which every audit is posted in .pdfformat so it can
be easily obtained by anyonewith a computer and Internet access;2) all
audits are quickly posted to the Web site after they are completed and
transmitted to the auditee; and 3) the FSM is producing performance audits
in such areasas government travel, customs and tax collection, and the
operations of the FSM Congress- in addition to the normal financial audits
on government departmentsand agencies.
Contrast this to the Marshall Islands. The RMI Auditor General: 1) has no
Internet Web site; 2) obviously posts none of the audits to a Web site,
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meaning they are not easily accessibleby the public; and 3) rarely conducts
audits of special areasas noted above, and, despite announcing it would
begin performance audits, has not conducted any. There are reasonsfor this:
The RMI Auditor General's office has been managedby the Acting Auditor
General for going on two years now, and has historically been understaffed.
One of the easy things that the RMI Auditor General could do is make its
audits available to the public in a more timely fashion. In the FSM, their
auditor officially sendsan audit to the FSM President (or head of an agency)
and a week later the audit is out for the public to see.

The RMI Constitution saysmerely that the Auditor General "shall report at
least once annually to the Nitijela, at its regular session." There is nothing in
the languageof the Constitution that prevents releaseof these audits to the
public in a timely manner. The RMI Auditor has establishedthe practice of
submitting a report to the Nitijela two times a year, during the January and
August sessionsof the Nitijela. Thesereports include anywhere from about
half a dozen audits to as many as 20 at one time.
There is no reasonto changethat system.But there is reasonto provide
audits for the public quickly after they have been issuedto the auditees.
When the Auditor General transmits the final report of the RMI
government's "single" government-wide audit - usually in June - why
should the Nitijela and the public have to wait more than two or three months
to seethis important document?
Transmit it to the President and then releaseit for public consumption. Same
goes for audits of individual agencies.
Holding thesedocumentsfor many months before public releasereducesthe
value of the information and also reducesthe opportunity for the Public
Accounts Committee and others to initiate timely responsesand corrective
action when problems are found.
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Transparencydoesnot happenby itself. It takesaction anda commitmentto
the principle that the public hasthe right to know how the governmentis
spendingtaxpayers'money,andto receiveinformation in a timely fashion.
www.marshallisiandsjoumal.com
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